
USS HENRY CLAY SSBN 625 HALL OF FAME BOAT 2025 
 

Base Commander - Gary Galles, Present  
Base Senior Vice Commander - Adam Kingsley, Present 
Base Junior Vice Commander - Ron O’Donnell, Present  
Secretary – Anthony Ficca, Present 
Treasurer - John “Sid” Sidlovsky, away at Western Regional Conference  
 

Members present             Guests present      

  

Regular Base Meeting Minutes for March 8, 2025 

Tm2 Henry Breault Day 121 year MOH 

 

The meeting was called to Order by the Base Commander, Gary Galles 11:15 hours and 
the normal meeting opening sequence was followed: 

 

● A moment of silence for our departed brother and sister submariners was observed. 
memorial banner was not needed this month.  

● The invocation was made by Chaplain Scott Wells 
● The USSVI Creed was read by the Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley 
● The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Base Commander, Gary Galles 
● The Tolling of the Boats Ceremony was read by Base Junior Vice Commander Ron O’Donnell, and 

the bell was rung by Senior Vice Commander Adam Kingsley 
● A round robin of introductions, led by Base Chief of the Boat, Dave Johnston, was then held with 

all members present identifying themselves with their qualification boats along with introducing 
any guest they brought to the meeting. 

● 2  new member Christopher Simpson  sts2 ss USS Baltimore,  Nicholas  Tuuk  
  

Binnacle List – Base Chaplin Scott Wells 757-912-7395 

 Lynn Pattison 
 Brian Krammes  
 JW Stokes  

 

Secretary’s Report – Base Secretary, Tony Ficca. 

● Reminder to all to keep the base informed of changes in contact information IE Email. Phone address 
ect  

● Reminder we are working on getting updated Base Business Cards and should have those avail to 
membership soon.  

● Reminder to wear your sub gear in public and be ambassadors of our base to invite brothers and 
sisters of the phin to join our base  
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Treasurer’s Report – Base Treasurer- John “Sid” Sidlovsky  provided by Gary Galles in Sid’s absence. 

For the Treasurer Report: 

 Please remind everyone that it isn’t too late to get into the Lifetime Dues Installment Program 
for this year. 

 Short version of the report as the detailed Treasures Report speaks for itself for the period 
ending 2/28/2025: 

o For the Month of Feb we had $843.79 of Income with $419.08 of Expenses for a Net 
Gain of $424.71 

o Balance in the PNC Checking & NFCU Savings/CD’s was a Total of $41,329.18 

o ERF had a balance $1,191.17 with a net gain of $5.00 

o K4K had a balance of $789.41 with a net loss of $25.42 (purchase of Crayons & Sharpies) 

 We have our NFCU Cert. 03 earning 4.98% with an initial value of $7.5K maturing today;  Sid has 
elected to have it directly roll over into another 1-Year Certificate.  He will report the new 
interest rate next month.  We have earned $370.48 of interest over the past year on this CD as 
of 2/28/25.  As a reminder we have (4) $7.5K 1-Yr CD’s that are laddered to have (1) of them 
maturing every 3 months.  

 Sid would be happy to answer any questions that you have by email or at next month’s meeting. 

 

See attached dues table & financial reports 

 

Committee Reports: 

Membership Committee - Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley 

● We have 287 Base Members as of today. 
● Badges Gary Merryman gary2361@yahoo.com 
● Active-Duty Membership first year of membership is free  
● USSVI Longevity Pin  15 yr Craig Dudley , 10yr Bob Rodriguez,  5yr  Rick Severinghaus , 5yr   Brandon 

Hastey  
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Scholar0ship Committee - Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley 

 

Programs & Events Committee - Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell 

● March  Estate Planning Presentation  canceled due to presenter not being present  
● St Patricks day parade  15 March 2025 we will  Meet on Ocean View Elementary 8am 350 W 

Government Ave, Norfolk, VA 23503   
● Submarine Birthday Ball  April 11, 2025  Contact Gary To sign up for  tickets $80 per ticket sign 

up by April 06  
 

Ways and Means Committee - Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell 

Storekeepers Report - Base Storekeeper Wil Lane will be turning over the position to his replacement 
John Fenter  

Public Relations and Publicity Committee –  Gary Merryman:   

Newsletter Committee: – Newsletter Editor, Anthony Ficca  

 2024 year review edition of Currents was distributed to membership on February 22nd 2025  I am 
appreciative of the positive feedback I received. Thank you  

 

Holland Club Committee - Chairman, Bill Heron  induction in April meeting 8 members will be inducted  

SCORPION Memorial Committee – Chairman, Bill Heron 25 May 2025 KOC hall Nettles drive Newport news 
2pm 

Website and social media – Base Webmaster, Sam Stevens 

Hall of Fame /World War II Committee – Chairman, Ken Swan 

WWII Memorial and HOF date/time has been set:  Thursday May 29th at 10 am at Submarine Learning 
Facility (Norfolk Base) with picnic to follow.  Tours of submarine bridge trainer and VA Class dive 
trainer planned following ceremony. 

 

Kaps (SS) Kids Committee –  Beverly Galles reporting for Chairman, John “Sid” Sidlovsky 

  Our last K4K visit at Navy Regional Medical Center Portsmouth was held 2/18/25.  We had (3) 
Base Members in attendance, and we saw (8) patients.  Special thanks to Lynn Moran & Joe Demnicki 
for their continued support of K4K visits. 

 Our next K4K visit will be held next Tuesday 3/11/25 (a week earlier than normal).  Muster will be at 
0930 at Building 3, 2nd floor gedunk with the Subway in it just next to Starbucks.   We will go from 
there for K4K visit that is actually held in Building 2, Ward 4B Pediatric Hematology/Oncology at 
1000.  Sid will be attending this visit & if you like to join in on this visit, please send him a text at (757) 
328-9796 to let him know you are planning to attend. 

 We would appreciate any donation to support or Base’s K4K community outreach program.  These 
donations are only spent to support this.   
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Hampton Roads (ERF) Committee – Chairman, Jack Ritz  no requests or inquires  

Event Coordinator – Beverly Galles  No Report 

OLD Business:   None 

 

New Business: 

Dave Duffie talked about armed service YMCA taking out veterans for fishing Event , made motion to donate 
1K  seconded and voted upon and approved by Membership vote  

Gary Galles  will discuss adopting a boat to further establish link between USSVI and Active Duty Sailors in the  
Hampton Roads Area  Casmire Placek will be the liaison.  USS John Warner is the boat we are going to adopt  

Dave Johnson     Discussed  project Dorado SS-248 boat lost in WWII   will be doing presentation 13 September 
at the USS New Jersey in New Jersey  

  

Program:   Estate Planning  by Tim Palmer of Palmer Elder Law. Tim is a USSVI member. Canceled  

 

Good of the Order:  

  Brian Daughtery (email:  bdaugherty7@verizon.net) Base awards co-ordinator:   introduced national and 
local USSVI awards and nomination process for base and individual awards looking for people to submit 
nominations for awards based on the National awards manual . link listed below.  

 https://ussubvets.org/Documents/Online_Manuals_2025_USSVI_Awards_Manual.pdf 

 Rick Serveringhaus   Editor of the Submarine League magazine discussed latest edition had Last year’s HOF 
Boat Speech  

Gary Galles  Moonshine Mountain  coming up in May please reach out to Gary for more information  

USSVI odd year elections coming up please reach out to Gary If interested in running for a regional position  

St Mary’s Submarine Museum Relocated to larger location  http://stmaryssubmuseum.com/ 

USS Oregon is now Homeported in Norfolk VA 

Bylaws review on going at this time if you have any suggestions or questions reach out to Sr Vice Adam  

National USSVI Convention will be August 31-September 6th 2025 in Orlando  

Veterans Day Parade in Virginia Beach Will have the portable Vietnam Memorial Wall on display  

Gary Carter introduced Hampton Roads Subvet Qual Card concept for new members it is being developed as a 
way to introduce new members to our base  

Ken Swan Reminded membership about the Base Sponsorship program as a great form of support and 
fundraising for the base.  Attached you will find the current sponsorship program and those who are enrolled 
in it presently. 
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Review of Boats lost in this month: Junior Vice Commander Ron O’Donnell 

 Tolling of the Boats for March   

  USS Perch SS-176 

  USS Grampus SS-207 

  USS H-1 (SS-28) 

  USS Triton SS-201 

  USS Kete SS-369 

  USS F-4 (SS-23) 

  USS Tullibee SS-284 

  USS Trigger SS-237 

     

Birthdays For Month - Base Commander, Gary Galles  (Please bring the Birthday List with you) 

Rock 50/50 –  Beverly Galles     winner         Ken Swan                                   received        $123            base $87 

Booze Raffle– Beverly Galles     winner        Bud Warren             selected       Jim Beam                       base   $106 

Next Meeting - Base Commander, Gary Galles  

Our next Regular Base meeting will be  19 April, 2025  11:15 

We will keep you posted if events change. 

Meeting Adjourned    12:40  

 

 

Submitted by        Approved by 

  

Anthony Ficca Base Secretary    Gary Galles Base Commander  

 


