
 

  

 

USS L. MENDEL RIVERS HALL OF FAME BOAT  2024 

Base Commander - Gary Galles, Present    
Base Senior Vice Commander - Adam Kingsley, Excused 
Base Junior Vice Commander - Ron O’Donnell, Present 
Secretary - Vacant 
Treasurer - John “Sid” Sidlovsky, Present 

 

 

Minutes for the regular base meeƟng, 20 July 2024 

The regular base meeƟng was called to order at 1115 by the Base Commander - Gary Galles. 

The Base Commander recognized members that just went on Eternal Patrol:  ETR3(SS) Edward Hynes July 4, 2024, 
ETCM(SS) Thomas R. NuƩer July 12,2024, and the NE Region Director, Les Altschuler, July 13, 2024. 

A Moment of Silence was observed for All Submariners on Eternal Patrol.  

The InvocaƟon was presented by the Base Chaplin - Art Nelson.  

The USSVI Creed was read by the Base Senior Vice Commander – Gary Galles. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Base Commander - Gary Galles. 

The Tolling of the Boats was performed by Base Commander – Gary Galles & 
Base Junior Vice Commander - Ron O’Donnell. 

The Base Commander welcomed all members and visitors. 

There were no visiƟng NaƟonal, Regional, District RepresentaƟves or Members from other Bases. 

There were no new members. 

The Round Robin of IntroducƟons was held by the Base Junior Vice Commander - Ron O’Donnell. All 
members announced their name, qual boat and guests.  

There were 47 people in aƩendance (46 members and 1 guest). 

The Binnacle List was read by the Base Chaplin - Art Nelson: 
 Craig Warner is conƟnuing to fight cancer; his medical care has been transferred to hospice. 

o If you would like to talk to Craig, please text Naomi at (757) 373-0265 first to see if Craig is up 
to taking calls. 

 Beverly Galles eye surgery went well. 
 Craig Fabian is recovering from cancer surgery he had yesterday. 
 Adam Kingsley is recovering from hernia surgery. 

The Secretary’s Report was read by the Base Secretary – John Sidlovsky (Interim).  
 Promote new membership by wearing you submarine gear when out in public. 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by the Base Treasurer - John “Sid” Sidlovsky (See enclosure). 



 

CommiƩee Reports 

Membership CommiƩee was read by the Base Commander – Gary Galles 

 We currently have 276 members. 
 AcƟve-Duty membership is free for their 1st year.  It is suggested that they pay for the 2nd year when they 

become members. 
 No longevity pins were given out. 

The Scholarship CommiƩee was presented by the Base Commander – Gary Galles.  
 The commiƩee had previously selected last month Jack Clayton, the grandson of Peter Flannery for the 

HRB 2024-2025 Scholarship. Jack will receive $1,500.00 sent to his school on his behalf.  
 We are waiƟng on School details so we can issue a check to the School’s Purser Office. 

Programs & Events CommiƩee were presented by the Base Junior Vice Commander - Ron O’Donnell: 
 USS New Mexico Hail and Farewell was held on 6-21-2024, 7 aƩended. 
 USS Washington Change of Command 7-19-2024, 6 aƩended. 

Ways and Means CommiƩee – No report. 

Storekeepers Report - No report. 

Public RelaƟons and Publicity CommiƩee – No report.  

NewsleƩer CommiƩee – Editor, Anthony Ficca  

 Reminded us that the newsleƩer will come out quarterly and he was finishing up with current quarter.  
o He asked if anyone had pictures of the HoF ceremony from inside the SLF and from WWII wreath be 

presented to the New Mexico to please send them by email to him at: newsleƩer.hrb@gmail.com  

Holland Club CommiƩee – No report. 

Scorpion Memorial – No report. 

Website and Social Media – No report. 

Hall of Fame/WWII CommiƩee – Chairman, Ken Swan 

 The wreath was presented to the USS New Mexico to take to sea on 21-Jun-24. 
 SLF has a new CO. 
 He is looking for a chairman replacement. If interested, please contact him.   

Kaps (SS) Kids CommiƩee – Chairman John “Sid” Sidlovsky 

 6 Members went and saw 5 paƟents. 
 The next visit will be this Tuesday 7/23/24 at 1000 at the Portsmouth Naval Hospital. 
 The August visit will be a week early, and will held on Tuesday 8/13/24 at 1000. 
 We always meet at 0930 at the Gedunk with the Subway on the 2nd floor of Building 3 very close to the 

crossover from the parking garage and next to Starbucks. 
 Call me at (757) 328-9796 if you intend to visit or if you have any quesƟons. 

Hampton Roads (ERF) CommiƩee – Chairman Jack Ritz stated there were no requests for assistance for the ERF. 

Picnic – Coordinator Beverly Galles 
 Picnic will be 10-Aug-24 at 1115. 
 Children to age 5 are free. 
 Ages 6 through 17 and USSVI members will cost $7 per person. 
 Guests will cost $10 per person. 
 Wristband will be issued on the day of the picnic. 
 Caterer needs a head count 1-Aug-24 

o Forward your applicaƟons to Beverly ASAP, so you can be included in the count. 
 



 

 

USS L. MENDEL RIVERS HALL OF FAME BOAT  2024 

Old Business:  

 ConƟnued nominaƟons for Base Secretary. 
 No new nominaƟons were made. 
 NominaƟons were closed. 

New Business: 

 The Base Commander Gary Galles called for a hand vote, and it was unanimous “Yah” with no “Nay” or 
“Abstain” votes by the Base Members present. 

o Tony Ficca was elected as the Base Secretary for the remaining 2024-2025 term.  
 

Program:   
 Dave Johnston gave a great and very informaƟve presentaƟon on the Lost 52 Project purpose and the finding 

of wreckage of the USS Harder. 
 Dave showed numerous pictures of the USS Harder taken at its final resƟng place that have not been released 

yet by the Lost 52 Project to the general public. 
Good of the Order:  

 The NaƟonal ConvenƟon will be held in Cleveland Ohio this year. The website is up and running, 
hƩps://subvetconvenƟon.org. The convenƟon will be 18-25 August 2024. 

 Condolences for Rich Crawford and his family for the loss of his wife. 
 NaƟonal elecƟons, vote aŌer meeƟng (19 June – 17 August). 
 The Base Commander Gary Galles explained that we group subjects in Base emails because of limitaƟons that 

we have in the number of emails that Google allows us to send each day with Gmail. 
 Ron O’Donnel gave a brief on HRVCO and that HRB is the Co-Sponsor of this year’s Veterans Day parade in 

Virginia Beach to be held 11-Nov-24. 
o We will need 30 volunteers to help support the parade. 

 Beverly Galles talked about Christmas Party. 
o She needs help in organizing the party. 

 Gary Galles read a humorous Google post on how Nuclear Submarines are actually powered. 

Review of Boats lost in this month: Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell 
USS Grunion (SS-216), USS S-28 (SS-133), USS Robalo (SS-273) 

Birthdays For July- Base Commander, Gary Galles  

Rock 50/50 – Beverly Galles. Gery Galles (not a misprint) won earning him $96 and the base earned $82. 

Booze Raffle– Beverly Galles. Chuck Johnson won and selected the Tito’s Vodka as the base earned $92. 

Our annual Base Picnic will be at 11:15 hours, 10-Aug-24, at Club 60 (this is the 2nd Sat of August).  

 We will be holding a 50/50 raffle at the Picnic. 
 There will be no Base MeeƟng in August. 

Our next Regular Base meeƟng will be at 11:15 hours, 21-Sep-24, at Club 60.  

The Base Commander Adjourned the meeƟng @1256.   
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