Hampton Roads Base
United States Submarine Veterans, Inc.

“To Perpetuate the Memory of our Shipmates, who gave their lives
in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.”

USS L. MENDEL RIVERS HALL OF FAME BOAT 2024

Base Commander - Gary Galles, Present

Base Senior Vice Commander - Adam Kingsley, Present
Base Junior Vice Commander - Ron O’Donnell, Present
Secretary — Anthony Ficca, Present

Treasurer - John “Sid” Sidlovsky, Present

Regular Base Meeting Minutes for November 16, 2024

The meeting was called to Order by the Base Commander, Gary Galles 11:15 hours and the normal
meeting opening sequence was followed:

e A moment of silence for our departed brother and sister submariners was observed.

memorial banner draped on the podium for departed shipmate Capt Thomas Etter 10/30/2024

The invocation was made by Chaplain Scott Wells

The USSVI Creed was read by the Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Base Commander, Gary Galles

The Tolling of the Boats Ceremony was read by Base Junior Vice Commander Ron O’Donnell and the

bell was rung by Senior Vice Commander Adam Kingsley

e Around robin of introductions, led by Base Chief of the Boat, Dave Johnston, was then held with all
members present identifying themselves with their qualification boats along with introducing any guest
they brought to the meeting.

e No New members introduced at today's meeting

Binnacle List — Dick Helm and Niel Chaves

Secretary’s Report —

e All members are reminded to keep the Secretary informed of any changes in email address, snail mail
address, phone number or any other personal statistics maintained by the Base.

e When you receive the base roster, please, look it over for corrections to your data and any blanks that
you can fill in or change data that needs updating to get that information to me.

e | also need to know about any members who should be on the Binnacle list but aren’t.

e [f you need a member’s identity badge please check the table at the start of the monthly meetings and
reach out to Gary Merryman Gary2361@yahoo.com or the secretary so that a badge may be created for
you.

e New Base mailing Address: US Submarine Veterans, Inc., Hampton Roads Base, PO Box 62030, Virginia
Beach, VA 23466-2030. Our UPS Address in Norfolk will remain good for a couple of months, but mail will be

forwarded to the new USPS PO Box.
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Treasurer’s Report — Base Treasurer, John “Sid” Sidlovsky

New Dues Table based on National Dues increasing 2025

Annual & Multi-Year Dues Table
National & HRB Dues Years Renewed Current Dues Effective 1/1/25
1 Year S 30.00 | S 40.00
) Oct-Dec & Next Year| 35.00 | $ 47.00
USSVI National Dues 3 Years S 85.00 | % 113.00
5 Years S 140.00 | $ 185.00
1 Year S 15.00 | $ 20.00
Hampton Roads Base Dues |Oct-Dec & Next Year| $ 17.50 | $ 23.50
(1/2 of National) 3 Years S 4250 | $ 56.50
5 Years S 70.00 | $ 92.50
1 Year S 45.00 | $ 60.00
. Oct-Dec & Next Year | § 52.50 | $ 70.50
Netiorsl SinBOues 3 Years $ 127505 169.50
5 Years S 210.00 | $ 277.50
Lifetime Dues Table
Based on your age at time Lifetime dues are paid (2-3 month grace period)
National & HRB Dues Age at Payment Current Dues Effective 1/1/25
76+ Years S 120.00 | $ 150.00
66 -75 Years S 240.00 | $ 300.00
USSVI National Dues 56-65Years |$ 360.00 | $ 450.00
46-55Years |$ 500.00 | $ 625.00
Up to 45 Years | S 600.00 | $ 750.00
76+ Years S 60.00 | S 75.00
66-75Years [ S 120.00 | $ 150.00
Hamitl‘;; Sf;‘:;i::)oues 56-65Years | S 180.00 | S 225.00
46-55Years | S 250.00 | $ 312.50
Up to 45 Years | $ 300.00 | $ 375.00
76+ Years S 180.00 | $ 225.00
66 -75 Years S 360.00 | $ 450.00
National & HRB Dues 56-65Years | S 540.00 | $ 675.00
46-55Years | S 750.00 | $ 937.50
Up to 45 Years | S 900.00 | $ 1,125.00

Storekeeper’s Report — Base Storekeeper Wil Layne

All On-Hand merchandise is available for sale.
e Patches and other merchandise from National can be ordered through the Base Storekeeper.
e All the materials on the Help-Yourself table are at a reasonable donation feel free to contribute to the
donations bucket, it helps and is appreciated.
e |f you need something specific, please contact the Base Storekeeper.
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Committee Reports:
¢ Membership Committee — Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley

e As of now we currently have 286 base members

e anyone on Active Duty that is qualified to wear dolphins may join USSVI with the second year for free
with a first-year paid membership
if you have any questions feel free to contact any of the officers
If you have any suggestions of ways to increase our membership and meeting attendance, please let
the Base leadership know of it.

e Anyone who thinks they are due a USSVI Longevity Pin should see Adam Kingsley .

e Scholarship Committee — Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley
The committee will begin next years application and selection after the start of the new year

Program & Events Committee — Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell

Veterans day Parade 11/11/24 Virginia Beach
Honor Flight program October attended by Ron O’Donnell, Mike York, and Ken Lemine
Octoberfest luncheon 10/19/24

¢ Ways and Means Committee — Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell
Fundraiser to be TBD

= If you have any questions about the program, you can ask any member of Base leadership.
= Any suggestions, please contact BJVC Ron O’Donnell.
= |f you have suggestions for any other income streams let Base Leadership know of them.

e Public Relations and Publicity Committee — Gary Merryman No Report at this time

e Newsletter Committee — Newsletter Editor, Tony Ficca:
= Tony reported that due to transition and turnover of the secretary postion and changes some to
base positions he appologized for the delay in getting out quarterly newsletter and thanked the
members for their patience as well as invited more input and participation via email to
newsletter.hrb@gmail.com

Holland Club Committee- Bill Heron.
= We will hold our next Holland Club Induction in April of 2025 will have more information once
the base roster is updated with new membership information

SCORPION Memorial Committee — Committee Chairman, Bill Heron
Still working with the Knights of Columbus to continue annual Memorial service in the spring

Website and social media — Base Webmaster, Sam Stevens:
Sam reminded membership to check out the website and make sure that the roster has your correct email
since this is key to gaining access to the members section of the website

= Any question please contact the webmaster at hrb.ussvi@gmail.com
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e Submarine Memorial and Hall of Fame Committee — Committee Chairman- Ken Swan

Per our bylaws we had the HOF boat nominations this month 4 boats have been nominated for
consideration to be HOF boat for 2025

USS Henry Clay SSBN 625 Nominated by Dave Duffié
USS John Adams SSBN 620 Nominated by Bob McClaren
USS Providence SSN 719  Nominated by Sam Stevens
USS Darter SS 576 Nominated by Dave Johnson

As our bylaws state the person who nominated a boat will give a presentation of the merits of the boat at
our November base meeting and membership will vote on the winning HOF boat at the base December
Meeting

Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) Committee — Committee Chairman, John “Sid” Sidlovsky

e Our visit was on Tuesday 10/22/24. 7 base members visited 8 patients 3boys and 5 girls
e  Our next visit will be Tuesday 11/19/24 Meet in Building 3, 2nd Floor at the Gedunk with the Subway in
it at 0930

e Hampton Roads Base Emergency Relief Fund Committee — Committee Chairman, -Jack Ritz No
Report

If you have a current financial need, contact ERF Committee Members HMCM (SS) Jack Ritz (757 498-
1217) EM2 (SS) Paul Schmidt (757-481-1297), John “Sid” Sidlovsky (757-328-9796) as this is the reason
that the USSVI-HRB Emergency Relief Fund was put in place. No Report.

e Holiday Party — Coordinator Beverly Galles

The Holiday party will be on December 13-15" at the Sandcastle in Virginia Beach

Tickets will be $35 Members will get a $5 discount on their ticket

Special room pricing will be available for $99 per night standard room or $129 for upgrade/suite. Beverly
has even worked out pricing with the hotel to get the special rate on Thursday the 12t .
Please reach out the the Sandcastle directly to make your room reservations
This is a byob and byo mixers event

Friday evening will be a potluck appetizer/snack gathering in the hospitality room

e Old Business:

e New Business: The E board meeting will be held Saturday 12/14/24 at 10 am at the Sandcastle hotel
during holiday party weekend
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2028 USSVI National Convention Committee The base leadership will be planning a bid to host the
national convention in 2028 we are looking for volunteers to take on this project

Program: HOF Fame Nominated boat presentations

USS Darter Presentation by Dave Johnson

USS Henry Clay Presentation by Dave Duffie
USS John Adams Presentation by Bob McClaren
USS Providence Presentation by Sam Stevens

e Each base member on our roster that served in that time frame was awarded a memorial
Pin , Certificate of Thanks and information about the design and significance of the Pin that
they were awarded

Good of the Order:

e Thank you to the team that put together last month Octoberfest lunch it was nice to share a meal together

e Bob Rodriguez is working with the City of Portsmouth and the Norfolk Naval Shipyard to bring attention to the need for
repair and upkeep of the USS Thomas Jefferson Sail that is located in Gosport Park Portsmouth VA

e Welcome Home Muster for the New Mexico 12/12/24 more information will be emailed out
e Khaki Social will take place at the Submarine Learning Facility on Tuesday 11/26/24 1500-1700

e RC Submarine we are looking for ideas on how to best utilize this donation IE raffle to members or USSVI in general or
setting up use by members on a loaner basis. Please think about ideas and speak with Base Leadership

e  Christmas party Please remember to sign up and register with Beverly and make your hotel reservations directly with the
Sandcastle 757-428-2828

https://www.change.org/p/name-a-virginia-class-submarine-after-medal-of-honor-recipient-henry-breault online petition to

get a new submarine named after MOH Recipient Henry Breault

Review of Boats lost in November, Junior Vice Commander Ron O’Donnell

Lost in November

USS Corvina  SS-226
USS Sculpin  SS-191
USS Capelin  SS-289
USSAlbacore  SS-218
USS Growler  SS-215
USS Scamp SS-277
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¢ Review of members’ birthdays for the month — Base Commander, Gary Galles

Rock 50/50 — Beverly Galles. Bill Heron won earning him $108 and the base earned $80
Booze Raffle- Beverly Galles. Bud Warren won a Bottle of Jim Beam Bourbon as the base earned $71

Christmas Party Raffle: Beverly Galles was won by Bill and Lisa Rearick.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 hours by Base Commander, Gary Galles

Our next Regular Base meeting will be at 11:15 hours, Saturday, 21 December 2024. We look forward to seeing
you all there

Submitted by Approved by

Tony Ficca Base Secretary Gary Galles Base Commander



