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Our Creed: 
  
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving 
their country.  
That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater 
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution. 

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way for all Submariners 
to gather for the mutual benefit and enjoyment. 
Our common heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We support a strong U.S. 
Submarine Force. 

The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual remembrance 
of those shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice. 
The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it comes in contact with about the services 
our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible the freedom and lifestyle we 
enjoy today."  
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Base Commander’s Note   
      
Greetings from the Commander,  

I really have been enjoying the ZOOM meetings that we have had over the last 
two months.  We are finally able to see familiar faces and reconnect.  Hopefully, 

we can meet in person this year; however, I highly recommend trying to connect through ZOOM 
if you can.  Our Secretary will put out the time, ZOOM link, and then you are connected.   

     We are still looking for volunteers to assist with the phone tree to reach out to our members 
who are on the binnacle list.  Fran and I have reached out to a few and they really appreciate 
hearing from us.  Takes about five minutes of your time to put a smile on a face.  Reach out to 
Bill Bond, our interim Secretary, if you would like to assist.  You can reach him at 
Secretary.hrbase@gmail.com  I know he would like the help.   

     I have had my first COVID shot and will received my second one in the beginning of March.  
Looking forward to spring and Sunshine.  Keep a Green Board Shipmates! 

Ted  

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

From the Editor 
Please join me in 2021 with the Newsletter returning. 

I stopped sending out the Currents in December 2020 since no events or meetings were being 
conducted. All of us want this pandemic to go away and start living life again. I know even with 
the shots, mask, and social distancing we still would love to have information on the group. So 
with Zoom meetings and new projects starting 2021 will get us rolling in the right direction for 
2022. Can’t wait to get back to seeing everyone again, even if it’s just on ZOOM.  

V/R Gary 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
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Boats Lost in March 
 

We remember…. We Honor 

 

 
USS F-4 (Skate) (SS 23): Lost on March 25, 1915 with the loss of 21 men.  
She foundered 1.5 miles off of Honolulu when acid corrosion of the lead 
lining of the battery tank let seawater in to the battery compartment, 
causing loss of control.  She was raised in August 1915. 

 

 

 

 

USS H-1 (Seawolf) (SS-28):  Lost 26 March 1920 while 
being towed by USS Vestal. On March 12, Seawolf ran 
aground about 400 yards off of Santa Margarita Island, 
Baja California. Due to the ship’s condition and rough 
sea, the CO, LCDR James Webb, ordered the ship to be 
abandoned and the crew to make for shore.  Of the crew 
of 25, the CO and three other men were lost.  

 

USS Perch (SS 176): Lost on March 3, 1942 near Java with no immediate loss 
of life, while on her first war patrol.  She survived two severe depth chargings 
in less than 200 feet of water by 3 Japanese destroyers.  The crew abandoned 
ship and scuttled her.  Of the 61 officers and men taken prisoner, 55 survived 
the war and six died as POWs.  Late Hampton Roads Base member Turk 
Tuner was among the POWs 

 

USS Grampus (SS 207): Lost on March 5, 1943 with the loss of 71 officers 
and men, on her 6th war patrol.  She was lost in Vella Gulf, sunk after 
engaging two Japanese destroyers.  
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USS Triton (SS 201): Lost on March 15, 1943 with the loss of 74 men.  She 
was sunk north of the Admiralty Islands during a fight with three Japanese 
destroyers.  Triton was the first boat to engage the enemy in December 1941 
off Wake Island, sinking 9 ships, 1 submarine, and a destroyer. 

 

 

USS Tullibee (SS 284): Lost on March 26, 1944 with the loss of 79 officers 
and men, on her fourth war patrol.  It is believed she was a victim of a circular 
run by one of her own torpedoes.  The lookout was the only survivor and he 
survived the war as a Japanese prisoner. 

 

USS Kete (SS 369): Lost on March 20, 1945 with the loss of 87 officers and 
men at the end of her second war patrol. She was probably sunk near Okinawa 
by a Japanese submarine that itself was subsequently lost. 

 

USS Trigger (SS 237): Lost on March 26, 1945 with the loss of 89 officers 
and men, on her 12th war patrol.  She was lost during a combined attack by 
Japanese anti-submarine vessels and aircraft.  Trigger ranked 7th in total 
tonnage sunk and tied for 8th in number of ships sunk. 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) News 
 

UPCOMING VISITS: 
TBD 
 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
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HRB March Birthdays 
 

  1: Bob Saenz 
  2: Mike Amann 
  6: Dave Coffield, Jay Stokes 
  9: Larry Hayes, Jenny Dugan 
12: John Donaldson, Roy Vess 
14: Dave Bridges 
15: Dennis Olson 
17: Pat Urello 
19: Joe Demnicki 
22: Barry Porter 
26: Bud Warren 
27: Ron Pervere, Ed Cirucci, Jake Melton, Carl Boyd 
30: Eric Strickland 
 
 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

From the Base Commander USSVI Northern Virginia Base 

Chuck Martin, Base Commander of USSVI Northern Virginia Base, recently received emails 
from individuals inquiring interest in being the sponsoring organization for initiating a Sub Vet 
license plate in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

He is aware we have attempted to obtain the required 450 applicants to have the license plate 
developed and is asking for an update on our filing. If you are still interested or already have in 
applying for a plate please contact Gary Merryman ussvi.hrb.editor@gmail.com.  
 
 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
Upcoming Events 

 
March 2020 
21:  Base Meeting 
 
April 2020 
18:  Base Meeting 
 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
March Historic Events 

 
Mar 03 1776 - Under the command of Commodore Esek Hopkins and Marine Capt. Samuel 
Nicholas, the Continental Navy makes the first American amphibious landing operation at New 
Providence, Bahamas, and captures the fort for much needed ordnance and gunpowder. 
 

mailto:ussvi.hrb.editor@gmail.com
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Mar 27 1794 - President George Washington signs "An act to provide a naval 
armament" authorizing the construction of six frigates: United States, 
Constellation, Constitution, Chesapeake, Congress, and President. 
 

 
USS CONSTITUTION 

 
Mar 20 1912 - USS Skipjack (SS-24), the first US submarine with diesel engines, was running 
on the surface of Hampton Roads when Fireman W.T. Walsh lost his footing and fell overboard. 
Walsh, a non-swimmer was quickly foundering.  Upon seeing Walsh’s plight, the Commanding 
Officer, LT Chester A. Nimitz, dove in to the rescue.  Due to Walsh’s panic and an outgoing 
tide, return to the Skipjack was not possible.  Nimitz kept both afloat until they were picked up 
by a boat from the battleship North Dakota. (from ‘The Admirals’ by Walter T. Bornmen) 
 
Mar 03 1942 - USS Perch (SS 176), after being depth-charged and irreparably damaged by 
Japanese destroyers Ushio and Sazanami, is scuttled by her crew in the Java Sea.  All hands 
survive but are taken prisoner.  
 
Mar 13 1944 -| USS Sand Lance (SS-381): Sand Lance came up to periscope depth and found 
herself in the midst of a Japanese convoy, consisting of 5 merchantmen and 3 heavily armed 
warships. Sand Lance had only 6 torpedoes remaining, but she made them count. At least 2 of 
the ships went to the bottom, light cruiser Tatsuta and cargoman Kokuyo Maru, carrying over 
1,000 enemy troops. For her success,  
Sand Lance underwent a 16-hour, 100 depth charge pounding from the accompanying 
destroyers. 
Mar 08 1961- USS Patrick Henry (SSBN 599):  When Patrick Henry surfaced off Holy Loch, 
Scotland, she had set a record for her type, cruising submerged 66 days and 22 hours. 
  ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
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Base Officers & Key Personnel 
Base Commander:  Ted Vorce 
757-376-2458 
tvorce@verizon.net 
 
Senior Vice Commander:  Gary Galles 
757-714-2733 
garygalles@hotmail.com 
 
Junior Vice Commander/Events 
Coordinator: 
  Adam Kingsley 
757-535-4179 
tk593@aol.com 
 
Secretary:  William Bond 
443-534-3962 
Ussvi.hrb.secretary.hrbase@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer:  Brian Daugherty 
757-408-8560 
ussvi.hrb.treasurer.hrbase@gmail.com 
 
Storekeeper:  Fran Vorce 
757-376-2459 
ussvi.hrb.storekeeper@gmail.com 

Chaplain:  Brian Krammes 
757-621-2182 
ussvihrbchaplain@gmail.com 
 
ERF Committee:  Sid Sidlovsky 757-328-
9796 
sidofva@gmail.com 
 
Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Co-coordinators: Rich 
Corey 
757-356-0134; Sid Sidlovsky 757-328-9796 
rcorey1@charter.net, sidofva@gmail.com 
 
Social Media Coordinator, Webmaster:  
Sam Stevens 
757-814-7976 
sstvns7@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Gary Merryman 
757-274-9322  
ussvi.hrb.editor@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Executive Committee: 
Base Commander:  Ted Vorce 
Senior Vice Commander:  Gary Galles 
Junior Vice Commander:  Adam Kingsley 
Secretary:  William Bond 
Treasurer/ Past Base Commander: Brian Daugherty 
Appointed Member: Ken Swan 
Appointed Member: John Sidlovsky 
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