Hampton Roads Base
United States Submarine Veterans, Inc.

“To Perpetuate the Memory of our Shipmates, who gave their lives
in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.”

USS HENRY CLAY SSBN 625 HALL OF FAME BOAT 2025

Base Commander - Gary Galles, Present

Base Senior Vice Commander - Adam Kingsley, Present

Base Junior Vice Commander - Ron O’Donnell, Present

Secretary — Anthony Ficca, Present

Treasurer - John “Sid” Sidlovsky, away at SE Regional USSVI Conference in Charleston

Members present 59 Guests present 3

Reqular Base Meeting Minutes for February 15, 2025

The meeting was called to Order by the Base Commander, Gary Galles 11:15 hours and
the normal meeting opening sequence was followed:

e A moment of silence for our departed brother and sister submariners was observed.

memorial banner was not needed this month.

The invocation was made by Chaplain Scott Wells

The USSVI Creed was read by the Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Base Commander, Gary Galles

The Tolling of the Boats Ceremony was read by Base Junior Vice Commander Ron O’Donnell, and

the bell was rung by Senior Vice Commander Adam Kingsley

e Around robin of introductions, led by Base Chief of the Boat, Dave Johnston, was then held with
all members present identifying themselves with their qualification boats along with introducing
any guest they brought to the meeting.

e Introduction of the Legion Officers who welcomed us to the new venue Tidewater post 327
Angie Bar Manager given a commander coin and Byron Pianalto, Vice Commander Post 327

e New members introduced at today's meeting: one new member, Charlie Harvilicz

Binnacle List — Base Chaplin Scott Wells 757-912-7395

Dick Helm
Lynn Pattison
Brian Krammes

Scott Galbraith

Secretary’s Report — Base Secretary, Tony Ficca.

e Reminder to all to keep the base informed of changes in contact information IE Email. Phone address

etc.
e all your HRB Base Officers & the Webmaster now have new *@hrb-ussvi.org emails as follows:
° Gary Galles BaseCommander@hrb-ussvi.org
° Adam Kingsley SeniorVice@hrb-ussvi.org
° Ron O’Donnell JuniorVice@hrb-ussvi.org
[ J

Tony Ficca Secretary@hrb-ussvi.org




Hampton Roads Base
United States Submarine Veterans, Inc.

“To Perpetuate the Memory of our Shipmates, who gave their lives
in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.”

USS HENRY CLAY SSBN 625 HALL OF FAME BOAT 2025
John “Sid” Sidlovsky Treasurer@hrb-ussvi.org
Sam Stevens Webmaster@hrb-ussvi.org

Treasurer’s Report — Base Treasurer- John “Sid” Sidlovsky

o National & HRB dues rates increased on 1/1/25.
o See attached dues table & financial reports.

Committee Reports:
Membership Committee - Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley

We have 286 Base Members as of today.

Badges Gary Merryman gary2361@yahoo.com

Active-Duty Membership first year is free.

USSVI Longevity Pin if you are due a longevity pin, please let Adam Know

Scholarship Committee - Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley
2025 scholarship application and news updates are available on the Base Website

Programs & Events Committee - Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell

February Submarine MOH Recipient Discussion

March Estate Planning Presentation

St Patrick’s day parade 15 March 2025 Ocean View Elementary 0800 west Government Ave, our
parade assignment is section 1 position 39 with our start point located in front of Northside
Middle School on Granby Street. More information specific to the Parade will be emailed out to
Membership the first week in March.

Ways and Means Committee - Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell No Report
Storekeepers Report - Base Storekeeper Wil Lane

There are Glasses from Christmas party 2023 and 2024 available
Public Relations and Publicity Committee — Gary Merryman: No Report this month
Newsletter Committee: — Newsletter Editor, Anthony Ficca No Report this month
Holland Club Committee - Chairman, Bill Heron There will be eight members inducted this year in April.
SCORPION Memorial Committee — Chairman, Bill Heron still waiting to hear from K of C in Newport News
Website and social media — Base Webmaster, Sam Stevens

Hall of Fame /World War Il Committee — Chairman, Ken Swan the induction of the HOF Boat will be in May
more information on the induction of USS Henry Clay if you have any Henry Clay items you would like to
donate to the Shadow box please contact Ken Swan or Dave Duffie

Kaps (SS) Kids Committee — Chairman, John “Sid” Sidlovsky Submitted by Beverly Galles
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We had our last KAPs(SS)4Kids (SS) visit on 1/21/25 at the Portsmouth Naval Hospital at Bldg. 2
Pediatric Oncology Ward 4B. We had (8) Members (fyi, (2) were Active Duty from John Warner) & (2) Associate
Members attending. We fortunately had no kids to visit; so instead we all pitched in again to field day to
sanitize all the toys in playroom. This greatly helped out Chris Brogan, the Child Life Specialist, with the
hospital as he normally has to do this by himself.

Our next visit is next Tuesday 2/18/25 @0930. Meet at Bldg. 3, second floor gedunk with the Subway in it.

Hampton Roads (ERF) Committee — Chairman, Jack Ritz No Report
Event Coordinator — Beverly Galles No report
OLD Business:
Attending the 250" Navy Birthday Ball in October 2025
Still openings for the Old Dominion Honor Flight in April 2025 see Ron O’Donnell for info.
Storage plan for base personnel float trailer
National membership recruiting incentive program.

WWII RC Model Submarine a proposal to keep for the base to use a static display at events the base
attends, i.e., Submarine Birthday Ball, this motion was voted on and approved unanimously
membership

New Business:

10 Year Anniversary of John Warner Commissioning: more information to come.

Submarine Birthday Ball 11 April 2025 Please let Gary Galles Know of your interest in attending we do
not yet have the specific ticket price yet but will get that information to membership as soon as
possible.

Program: Submarine Medal of Honor Discussion Gary Galles Base Commander / Dave Johnston COB
TM2 Breault MOH Recipient for Saving the Life of a Shipmate

Ryan Walker, author of his biography, has established an online petition to get a new submarine
named for him by the Secretary of the Navy

https://www.change.org/p/name-a-virginia-class-submarine-after-medal-of-honor-recipient-henry-breault
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Good of the Order:

Seating at the new venue requires setting up and taking down, many hands make light work, so if you can
help before and after our meetings to help set up it would be greatly appreciated.

More Volunteers are needed for selling of Raffle Tickets during meetings please see Beverly Galles if you
would like to help with this important base fundraising function.

Review of Boats lost this month: Junior Vice Commander Ron O’Donnell
Tolling of the Boats for February
USS Shark | SS-174
USS Amberjack SS-219
USS Grayback SS-208
USS Trout SS-202

USS Barbel SS-316

Birthdays For February - Base Commander, Gary Galles (Please bring the Birthday List with you)
Rock 50/50 — Beverly Galles winner Mary Heron received $143 base $ 117
Booze Raffle- Beverly Galles winner Gary Galles base earned $123.

Next Meeting - Base Commander, Gary Galles

Our next Regular Base meeting will be 8 March 2025 11:15

We will keep you posted if events change.

Meeting Adjourned 12:25

Submitted by Approved by

Anthony Ficca Base Secretary Gary Galles Base Commander



