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USS L. MENDEL RIVERS HALL OF FAME BOAT  2024 

Base Commander - Gary Galles, Present    
Base Senior Vice Commander - Adam Kingsley, Present 
Base Junior Vice Commander - Ron O’Donnell, Present 
Secretary - Lynn Merryman, Present 
Treasurer - John “Sid” Sidlovsky, Present 

 

20 April 2024 – Base MeeƟng Minutes 

The regular base meeƟng was called to order at 1115 by the Base Commander - Gary Galles. 

The Base Commander asked for thoughts and prayers for the family of TM1(SS) Domenick Missagia and LCDR 
Ronan Micheal McNamara as they departed on eternal patrol on March 12, 2024 & January 9, 2024 
respecƟvely. 

A Moment of Silence was observed for All Submariners on Eternal Patrol.  

The InvocaƟon was presented by the Base Chaplin - Art Nelson.  

The USSVI Creed was read by the Base Senior Vice Commander - Adam Kingsley. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Base Commander - Gary Galles. 

The Tolling of the Boats was performed by Base Senior Vice Commander - Adam Kingsley & ringing of the 
bell was by Base Junior Vice Commander - Ron O’Donnell. 

The Base Commander welcomed all members and visitors. 

There were no visiƟng NaƟonal, Regional, or District RepresentaƟves  

There were 4 new members: 
● CS1(SS) Eliberto “Sandy” Sandoval qualified 1992 on board SSBN 641 
● CSSC(SS) Jason Faulkner qualified 2006 SSN 767 
● ET2(SS) Jason New qualified 1998 SSN-723 
● MM1(SS) John Baust qualified 1961 on the SS Requin SS-481 

 
Round Robin of IntroducƟons was held by the Base COB – Gary Merryman. All members announced their 
name, qual boat and guests.  

There were 66 people in aƩendance (58 members and 8 guests). 

Binnacle List was reported by the Base Chaplin - Art Nelson: 
 Craig Warner is conƟnuing to recover. 
 John Fenter is sƟll recovering, and he was able to aƩend the meeƟng. 
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Secretary’s Report was read by the Base Secretary – Lynn Merryman.  

 All members are reminded to keep the Secretary informed of any changes in email address, snail 
mail address, phone number or any other personal staƟsƟcs maintained by the Base. 

 When you receive the base roster, please, look it over for correcƟons to your data.  Any missing 
informaƟon that you can fill in or data that needs updaƟng, please get that informaƟon to me. 

 I also need to know about any members who should be on the Binnacle list but aren’t. 
 If you need a member’s idenƟty badge, contact The COB in person or by email 

(gary2361@yahoo.com), so he may generate one for you. 
 

Treasurer’s Report was presented by the Base Treasurer - John “Sid” Sidlovsky (See aƩached Enclosure) 

 NaƟonal Office completed the move from WA to CT effecƟve 3/1/24. Phone number will remain 
the same, but the Mailing Address will change from Silverdale, WA to: 
o Mailing:    USSVI NaƟonal, PO Box 1063, Groton, CT 06340-1063 
o UPS & Fed-Ex: USSVI NaƟonal, 100 Plaza Ct, Groton, CT 06340-8339 

 

Storekeepers Report was presented by the Base Commander - Gary Galles for Will Lane. 

 All On-Hand merchandise is available for sale.  
 Patches and other merchandise from NaƟonal can be ordered through the Base Storekeeper. 
 All the materials on the Help-Yourself table are at a reasonable donaƟon.  Please feel free to 

contribute to the donaƟons bucket. 
 If you need something specific, please contact the Base Storekeeper at 

storekeeper.hrb@gmail.com. 
 

CommiƩee Reports 

Membership CommiƩee was read by the Base Senior Vice Commander - Adam Kingsley we have 276 members. 

If you need a badge, contact the Base Chief of the Boat - Gary Merryman (gary232361@yahoo.com) 

AcƟve-Duty Membership - Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley put out that those on acƟve duty get free 
dues on the second year with the first year paid for. 

A USSVI Longevity Pin presentaƟon by the Base Senior Vice Commander - Adam Kingsley:  None  
 
The Scholarship CommiƩee was presented by the Base Senior Vice Commander - Adam Kingsley. The new hints 
and applicaƟon for the school 2024-2025 are being revised and will be posted on the website. The members are: 

 Adam Kingsley – Chairman 
 John “Sid” Sidlovsky – Treasurer (Non-voƟng member) 
 Jack Ritz 
 Ron O’Donnell 

Since there was a delay in geƫng the revised 2024 – 2025 applicaƟon out on the HRB Website.  The date for 
submission was extended from April 30th, 2024, to June 1st, 2024 with the award being announced at our June 15th, 
2024 HRB MeeƟng.  
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CommiƩee Reports (conƟnued) 

Programs & Events CommiƩee were presented by the Base Junior Vice Commander - Ron O’Donnell: 
 April 26, 2024 – The Submarine Birthday Ball at the Virginia Beach ConvenƟon Center. 
 May 19, 2024, 1400 – Scorpion Memorial  
 May 23, 2024, 1000 – WWII Submarine Memorial. 
 May 23, 2024 (following WWII Submarine Memorial) – Submarine Hall of Fame at the Submarine 

Learning Facility. We need drivers to escort people into the NOB. (Picnic, trainers, and possibly a 
boat tour to follow). Please contact Ron O’Donnell. 

 May 27, 2024, Portsmouth Memorial Day Parade. 

Ways and Means CommiƩee - Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell: No report. 

 

Public RelaƟons and Publicity CommiƩee - Base COB Gary Merryman: No report.  However, Gary did state that the 
Norfolk Sail will be moving to the Norfolk Base next to the Submarine Learning Facility. More to follow. 

 

NewsleƩer CommiƩee – Anthony Ficca 

 The newsleƩer is now a quarterly leƩer with the first quarterly newsleƩer coming out this 
month. 

 All new members need to see Tony Ficca, to have their picture taken and give him a simple 
biography to be included in the newsleƩer. 

 If you have something of interest, please write up the arƟcle and email it to Tony at 
newsleƩer.hrb@gmail.com for any input you may have for the newsleƩer.. 

 

Holland Club CommiƩee - Chairman, Bill Heron briefed us that will be having an inducƟon ceremony today into 
the Holland Club. 

Scorpion Memorial is scheduled for the month of May, the date and Ɵme may be moved and will be determined later 
per the Chairman - Bill Heron. 

Website and Social Media – Webmaster - Sam Stevens stated that the HRB Website hƩps://www.hrb-ussvi.org/ has 
been updated & invited all members to revisit it. 

Submarine Memorial & Hall of Fame CommiƩee – Chairman, Ken Swan. 

 The USS L. Mendel Rivers SSN-686 is the HOF for 2024. The ceremony will be the Thursday 
before the memorial, May 23rd, 2024. Junior Vice Commander Ron O’Donnell will be providing 
transportaƟon for members who do not have access to the base. Please arrive before 0930 at 
the movie theater near the exchange off base, iIf you would like to aƩend and you do not have 
access to the base.  Also, any member coming to the event, if possible, drive by the movie 
theater to see if a base member or guest need a ride to the event. 

 The Submarine Memorial part of the event will start with a ceremony out in front of the SLF 
Once completed guest will move to inside the SLF for the Submarine Hall of Fame ceremony.  

 Refreshments will be available aŌer the event in the pavilion area behind the SLF. Tours will be 
available to the guest aŌer the ceremony at the various simulators available at the SLF. 

 Mr. Gary Kelly, who has made our shadow box for several years, will keep with this tradiƟon; he 
will be making this year’s shadowbox - BZ Gary Kelly. 

 Ken is looking for a chairman replacement. If interested, please contact him. 
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CommiƩee Reports (conƟnued) 

Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) CommiƩee – Chairman, John “Sid” Sidlovsky 

 We had another great visit last month on Tue. 03/19/24. We had a total of (4) Base & (1) 
Associate Members.  

 The next Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) visit to NMCP Bldg. 2 Ward 4B (Pediatric Hematology/Oncology) is 
scheduled on our normal Tuesdays on Tue 4/23/24 & Tue 5/21/24 @1000.  Meet in Bldg. 3, 2nd 
Floor Coffee Shop with the Subway in it at 0930.  Rules for this visit: 

o Must cleanse hands prior to and just after leaving a patient’s room. 
o Please inform me if you intend to support this visit – C: (757) 328-9796. 

 Anyone wanting to make a donation specifically to the Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) program should give it to 
me as the Base Treasurer.  Please make sure you specify that it’s for the Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) 
Program. 

 

Hampton Roads (ERF) CommiƩee - Jack Ritz reported that there were no requests for assistance for the ERF. 

 
Party Coordinator – Beverly Galles stated that the Base Picnic is on track for August 17th and the caterer is 
confirmed. Prices have gone up due to the increased price of inflaƟon (we will start selling them at the May 
meeƟng): 

 Children up through 5 years old will be free. 
 Ages 6 through 17 and USSVI members will cost $7 per person. 
 Guests will cost $10 per person. 

 
Old Business:  

 Submarine Birthday Ball – (40) Tickets were bought by HRB & was picked up by the Base Commander on 
4/15/24. 

 Oceanview St. PaƩy’s Day Parade, we had (15) members & (1) guest aƩend. 
 Touch-a-Truck Event, we had (2) members aƩend with our Submarine Float.  We were visited by (160) 

children and they all loved sounding the Klaxon.    

New Business: None 

 
Program:  Holland Club PresentaƟons for Class of 2024 – HC Chairman, Bill Heron – The (5) HC inductees were: 

 MMC(SS) Marvin Abercrombie qualified in 1973 on the USS Alexander Hamilton SSBN-617 
 MM1(SS) John Baust qualified 1962 on the USS Requin SS-481 
 CAPT Peter Flannery qualified 1974 on the USS James Madison SSBN-627 
 ETC(SS) Thomas Hanlon qualified 1974 on the USS Sea Devil SSN-664  
 SKC(SS) Robert Rodgers qualified 1973 on the USS George C. Marshall SSBN-654 

 
Base Commander presented a Commanders Challenge Coin to each inductee. 

 

Good of the Order:  

 The USSVI 60th Anniversary CelebraƟon will be held in Groton CT from 29 May to 2 June 2024.  Visit the 
Groton Base website for details: hƩps://www.ussvigroton.org/60thanniversary  

 The NaƟonal ConvenƟon will be held in Cleveland Ohio this year. The website is up and running, 
hƩps://subvetconvenƟon.org. The convenƟon will be 18-25 August 2024. 

 All Military Fitness FaciliƟes are now required to be open 24 hours. 
 USS Flying Fish reunion 22-24 Aug 2024 in Norfolk.  
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Review of Boats lost in this month: Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell 
USS Pickerel (SS-177), USS Grenadier (SS-210), USS Snook (SS-279), USS Gudgeon (SS-211), 

USS Thresher (SSN-593) 

Birthdays For April - Base Commander, Gary Galles  

Rock 50/50 – Beverly Galles. Ron O’Donnell won earning him $129 of which he donated $100 to the EFR Fund and the 
base earned $101. 

Booze Raffle – Beverly Galles. The 1st drawing was not claimed, the 2nd drawing Tony Ficca won the boƩle of Jim Beam 
and the base earned $90. 

 

Our next Regular Base meeƟng will be at 11:15 hours, May 18, 2024, at Club 60. 

 

The Base Commander Adjourned the meeƟng @1228. 

 

HRB MeeƟng Minutes 

SubmiƩed By: Lynn Merryman, Base Secretary 

Approved By:  Gary Galles, Base Commander 
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Enclosure: Treasurer Report: 
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