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                                      Regular Base Meeting Minutes for Feb 17- 2024 

 
The meeting was called to Order by the Base Commander, Gary Galles 11:15 hours and the normal 
meeting opening sequence was followed: 
 
 

● The funeral banner was draped over the podium in the memory of LCDR Lantry (Tom) E. Thompson 
(Ret.) and Admiral Bruce DeMars (Ret.) former director of Naval Reactors. 

● A moment of silence for our departed brother and sister submariners was observed. 
● The invocation was made by Base Chaplain ,Art Nelson 
● The USSVI Creed was read by the Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley 
● The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Base Commander, Gary Galles 
● The Tolling of the Boats Ceremony was read by Base Junior Vice Commander Ron O’Donnell while the  

bell was rung by Base Senior Vice Commander Adam Kingsley 
● A round robin of introductions, led by Base Chief of the Boat, Gary Merryman, was then held with all 

members present identifying themselves with their qualification boats along with introducing any guest 
they brought to the meeting. 
 

Binnacle List – Base Chaplain, Art Nelson: No one to report. Base commander spoke with Craig Werner and 
asked all to reach out and keep Craig and his family in our prayers. He will accept phone calls. John Fetner had 
foot surgery and was present. 
 
Secretary’s Report – Base Secretary, Lynn Merryman 
 

At this meeting there were (47) members in attendance,(1) guest. 
● All members are reminded to keep the Secretary informed of any changes in email address, snail mail 

address, phone number or any other personal statistics maintained by the Base. 
● When you receive the base roster, please, look it over for corrections to your data and any blanks that 

you can fill in or change data that needs updating to get that information to me. 
● I also need to know about any members who should be on the Binnacle list but aren’t. 
● If you need a member’s identity badge, contact The COB in person or by email (gary2361@yahoo.com), 

so he may generate one you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

            
 
 
 

USS L. MENDEL RIVERS HALL OF FAME BOAT  2024 
 
 
Addendum to USSVI-HRB 17-FEB-24 Meeting Agenda 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Base Treasurer, John “Sid” Sidlovsky 

 

 
 

• As of Dec 31st, 2023 & Jan 31st, 2024 – Month End Balances (with uncleared checks) where: 
  12/31/23   01/31/24     Net +/(-) 

o PNC Checking: $19,557.41 $  9,840.30 ($  9,717.11) 
o NFCU Savings: $15,021.52 $25,024.91  $10,003.39 
o NFCU Cert 3401: $  5,077.20 $  5,097.79  $       20.59 
o NFCU Cert 3402: $  5,015.40 $  5,036.17  $       20.77 
o Storekeeper Cash: $     333.04 $     333.04  $         0.00 
o Total All Accounts: $45,004.57 $45,333.21  $     327.64 $383.87 Ck not cleared. 

• Savings 
o Transferred $10,000 from PNC Checking to NFCU Savings on 1/29/24 
o Combined savings & certificate interest was: 

 Dec - $39.40 
 Jan - $44.68 

o Intent going forward is that in Mar 24 & Jun 24 to continue to open additional $5K certificates 
so that HRB ends up with (4) $5K Certificates that one matures each quarter and still 
maintaining another $5K liquid in NFCU Share Savings Account. 

• 2024 Annual Dues are now very past due.  If you want me to send you a Clover Invoice to pay by 
Credit Card, just email me back or call me and I will send one out to you to make payment easy. 
Annual dues for National & HRB are as follows: 

o 1 Yr - $45.00,  3 Yrs - $127.50, 5-Yrs - $210.00 
• As of today, we have the following number of Members with 2024 USSVI Dues due: 

o National 12 (was 18) 
o HRB 18 (was 23)    

• I will be starting up another 2024 Lifetime Due Installment Program.  Details are on your tables and 
the first of 10 payments will start this month.  As a reminder, you still need to have your Dues paid for 
2024 to participate.  We have (3) Base Members that have signed up so far. 

• National Office will be moving from WA to CT effective 3/4/24. Phone number will remain the same, 
but the Mailing Address will change from Silverdale, WA to: 

o Mailing:    USSVI National, PO Box 1063, Groton, CT 06340-1063 
o UPS & Fed-Ex: USSVI National, 100 Plaza Ct, Groton, CT 06340-8339 
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Storekeeper’s Report – Base Storekeeper Wil Layne 
 
             Storekeeper reported that sales for January were $56.00 

● The new storekeeper was introduced to membership.  
● All On-Hand merchandise is available for sale.  
● Patches and other merchandise from National can be ordered through the Base Storekeeper. 
● All the materials on the Help-Yourself table are at a reasonable donation feel free to contribute to the 

donations bucket, it helps and is appreciated. 
● If you need something specific, please contact the Base Storekeeper. 

 
Committee Reports: 

• Membership Committee – Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles 
 
o With gain and loss, we are now at  283 members; last year at this time we had 279 members, so this 

is a gain/ of  4   members over last year.   As a reminder, a 
o anyone on Active Duty that is qualified to wear dolphins may join USSVI with the second year for free 

with a first-year paid membership 
o The if you have any questions feel free to contact any of the officers 
o If you have any suggestions of ways to increase our membership and meeting attendance, please let 

the Base leadership know of it. 
o Anyone who thinks they are due a USSVI Longevity Pin should see Adam Kingsley after the meeting. 

Longevity pins were presented to Lynn Merryman (5 yr), Beverly Galles (5 yr) and John Sidlovsky (5 
yr). 
 

• Scholarship Committee – Base Senior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley- upcoming meeting TBD 
 

• Program & Events Committee – Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell-Discussed upcoming St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in Oceanview Place section one  position 39 at 0900. Meet at schoolhouse. 
 

• USSVI.HRB will be the Co-Sponsors for 2024 Veterans Day Parade  
 

• Ways and Means Committee – Base Junior Vice Commander, Ron O’Donnell  
                        Fundraiser to be TBD 

▪ If you have any questions about the program, you can ask any member of Base leadership. 
 Any suggestions, please contact BJVC Ron O’Donnell. 
 If you have suggestions for any other income streams let Base Leadership know of them. 

 
● Public Relations and Publicity Committee – Base COB Gary Merryman -Discussed Wreaths of 

America participation in December normally same day as December meeting more to follow.  
 

● Newsletter Committee – Newsletter Editor, Tony Ficca:  
Tony proposed to publish The Currants quarterly vice monthly. We had a motion, first and seconded, 
and it passed with a unanimous vote by show of hands with 2 abstainions 
 If you have anything for next month’s newsletter, get it in by the  1st first of the month. 
 All new members need to see the Tony Ficca, to have their picture taken and give a simple 

biography to be included in the newsletter. Email Tony at: newsletter.hrb@gmail.com for any 
input you may have for the newsletter. 

   If you have something of interest, write up the article and email it Tony.  
 

• Holland Club Committee- Bill Heron. 
 

 We will have 5 maybe 6 inductees this year 

mailto:newsletter.hrb@gmail.com
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• Website and social media – Base Webmaster, Sam Stevens: No Report 
  

 If there are any members who do not know the URL for the Base Website, it is in the Base 
Newsletter every month. 

 Any question please contact the webmaster at hrb.ussvi@gmail.com 
 

● Submarine Memorial and Hall of Fame Committee – Committee Chairman- Ken Swan  
 

The results for the Hall of Fame Memorial Boat is: 
 

USS L. Mendel Rivers SSN-686, was selected– Ken wants to use the same person Mr. Gary Kelley who 
did all the other shadowboxes however, Art Nelson will be a backup if Mr. Kelley unable to make the 
Shadow Box.  

 
Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) Committee – Committee Chairman, John “Sid” Sidlovsky  

o We had another great visit last month on Tue. 01/23/23. We had a total of (4) Base Members and (1) 
Associate supporting this visit. This was a very busy visit as we saw over 10 patients. 

o The next KAP(SS)4KID(SS) visit to NMCP Bldg. 2 Ward 4B (Pediatric Hematology/Oncology) is 
scheduled back on our normal Tuesday on Tue 2/20/24 @1000.  Meet in Bldg. 3, 2nd Floor Coffee 
Shop with the Subway in it at 0930.  Rules for this visit: 

 Must cleanse hands prior to and just after leaving a patient’s room. 
 Please inform me if you intend to support this visit – my cell: (757) 328-9796. 

o Anyone wanting to donate specifically to the Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) program should give it to me as the 
Base Treasurer.  Please make sure you specify that it’s for the Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) program. 

 

 
 
 

● Hampton Roads Base Emergency Relief Fund Committee – Committee Chairman, -Jack Ritz No 
Report 

●  
 If you have a current financial need, contact ERF Committee Members HMCM (SS) Jack Ritz (757 498-
1217) EM2 (SS) Paul Schmidt (757-481-1297), John “Sid” Sidlovsky (757-328-9796) as this is the reason 
that the USSVI-HRB Emergency Relief Fund was put in place. No Report. 
 

● Picnic – Coordinator Beverly Galles 
The picnic is again in August with the same caterer. Price may increase. 
 

• SCORPION Memorial Committee – Committee Chairman, Bill Heron    
    

 The Scorpion memorial will be held on May 26, 2024. Booking Available to start possibly in 
April 

mailto:hrb.ussvi@gmail.com
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• Old Business:  No Report  
 

• New Business:  
 

 
o The Norfolk Sail Director informed the group that Sarah Constant park was no longer available due 

to the Wetlands being protected. The Norfolk Sail Committee is in talks with the Submarine 
Learning Facility about placing the sail and memorial next to Ramage Hall. 

 
Program: 
 

o Rick Severinghaus talked about the Naval Submarine League’s and other services related to the 
league. Rick was presented with a Base Commander’s coin. 

 
 
• Good of the Order :.The USS John Marshall is having a reunion this year in September in Arkansas, 

other reunions can be found in the back of the American Submariner. 
• Sid talked about the National Convention information can be found at Nationalconvention.org. The 2024 

convention is in Cleveland, OH and the 2025 convention is in Orlando, Fl. The 2026 convention has not 
been selected. 

 
• Review of boats lost this month – Base Junior Vice Commander Ron O’Donnell  

  
• Review of members’ birthdays for the month – Base Commander, Gary Galles 
 

 
The “Rock” 50/50 Raffle:  Total donated $145.00. winner Ken Swan received $80.00   
 
Booze Raffle:  Total donated $93.00 Winner Ron Busila received a bottle of Woodford Reserve 
 
Emergency Relief Fund:  $19.00  
 
Submarine Pens:  $20.00. 
 
Christmas Party Raffle:  $0.00. 
 
COB collected $1.00 for missing badges/phone ringing. 
 
Hampton Roads Base USSVI: $0.00 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:35 hours by Base Commander, Gary Galles 

 
Our next Regular Base meeting will be at 11:15 hours, Saturday, 9 Mar. 2024.  While we hope to meet in person, 
we will remain flexible and keep you informed of when and where we will meet. 
 
 
 


